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Rarely has a man who has become invisible
left behind so much that can be seen...
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On the occasion of the major Bosch anniversary exhibition in the
Museo del Prado, Madrid (starting May 31, 2016): a personal literary
encounter with the mysterious paintings of the Old Master
The illustrated book for the Bosch anniversary year 2016
The Dutch Renaissance painter Hieronymus Bosch (c. 1450–1516), world famous for his
paintings of monsters and mythical creatures, died 500 years ago in his Dutch hometown
of ´s-Hertogenbosch. To mark the Bosch anniversary year, which is being celebrated
around the globe in 2016, Schirmer/Mosel is publishing Cees Nooteboom: A Dark Premonition.
Journeys to Hieronymus Bosch, an illustrated book with a strong literary component.
On behalf of the Museo del Prado in Madrid presenting the hitherto most comprehensive
exhibition of Hieronymus Bosch’s oeuvre as of May 31, 2016, famous Dutch writer Cees
Nooteboom (born 1933 in The Hague) went to view seven major works of his fellow
countryman Bosch in Lisbon, Madrid, Ghent, Rotterdam and ´s-Hertogenbosch.
Nooteboom takes the liberty of admiring Bosch’s paintings as “an innocent observer,
seeing everything for the first time” and allows himself to be seduced by their fabulous
richness of detail. His observations, as knowledgeable as they are entertaining, do not
constitute an academic treatise, but the poet’s highly personal encounter with the painter’s
dark fantasies. They lead the reader into the Prado at night and to the restoration
workshop, where the author reveals the genius-painter’s secret, of which there is no written
record.
As many as 67 excellently printed detailed views of Bosch’s abundant paintings illustrate
the essay and give the viewer the rare opportunity to concentrate on the multitude of
individual scenes. Hieronymus Bosch’s highly original artistic creations and Nooteboom’s
brilliant essay fuse into a literary gem among publications on Bosch. Of course, A Dark
Premonition does not provide the one key unlocking the secrets of arguably the most
mysterious painter of early modern times, “unless the solution is precisely the puzzle itself,
and the only formula: to simply enjoy the puzzle.”
Exhibitions and Events in Europe:
- Bosch. The 5th Centenary Exhibition, Museo del Prado Madrid on May 31 – Sept 11, 2016
- The World Upside Down: Hieronymus Bosch’s Century at Bucerius Kunst Forum in Hamburg
(June 4 to Sept 11, 2016)
- The documentary Bosch – The Garden of Dreams (directed by José Luis López-Linares) will be
released on June 6, 2016, in Madrid. Starring Cees Nooteboom, Philippe de Montebello,
Salman Rushdie, Isabel Muñoz, and others.

